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This was the Group’s third ‘debate’, fully subscribed and with a large waiting list. The audience numbered over 60 and included members from both Houses, and many young engineers and prospective engineers.
Lord Broers opening the event said that the objective of the discussion was to examine the role of engineering and technology in the future of transport in the UK. He invited Mr Norman Baker MP to speak first and then to take questions since Mr Baker would have to leave after his remarks.
Mr Norman Baker MP
Mr Baker said that he would like to concentrate on the topics of the use of technology in ticketing and in particular ‘smart cards’; information, ‘last mile’ travel problems, and road technology. Mr Baker said that smartcards were a way of using technology to provide greater flexibility in pricing, payment and travel. It was a way of using technology to travel at different times and what he described as "smarter working". He said that smartcards could provide seamless travel across transport systems (for example buses and trains) and boundaries.
In relation to information, it was clear that technology could provide mobile phones and other means in informing customers of exactly what is happening in relation to their journey.
He also pointed out that they often it was easy enough to organise travel from one major city to another destination railhead, but that the last mile of the travel was a problem and it was necessary to improve it with maps, tickets which could be used on buses and taxis and pre-ordering facilities. The reservoir is very technology is concerned there will be increasing use of technology to control lighting in order to alter traffic patterns.

In the question-and-answer which followed he referred to critical separation between transport companies, the adoption of the ITSU platform by companies and "lifetime technology." Much of the technology which he was talking about was intended to be in place by 2014. In relation to information provision as one questionnaire put it the crucial question was to find ‘the person who knows something’ and the Minister confirmed that work is being done to get this right.

The director of transport for Transport for Greater Manchester authority also spoke interestingly of the novel solutions being adopted by Manchester to control its traffic and also to transport its citizens around the region in a more effective way (for example,  hi tech trams).
Professor Brian Collins 
Prof Collins spoke in particular about the use of information and data in relation to transport, and methods of storage of such information and data. He pointed out that the use of information about passengers (for example, journey origins and destinations and timings) might result in giving up some privacy, and this may present difficult ethical problems, in particular, for example, "where did the information come from?"
Prof Collins also spoke about what he described as "multifaceted values: ", namely, issues which needed addressing around the environment, society and governance – at the present time these were "all over the place."

In this connection Prof Collins talked about "data mashing." (Four years old but not being taken up fast enough), “inference engines", still in its infancy but aiming to provide models of what individuals and groups of people wanted to do in relation to their particular journey, and the considerable advantages of mobile phone storage; ‘locational information’ and his sense that the ‘mobile internet of things would in ten years time be far larger than the internet of people.’

Nick Ridley
Mr Ridley offered the thought of thinking about these issues in terms of "mobility" rather than "transport." He pointed out that capacity of the present time is very constrained and technology can help us to use existing capacity better. Transport can be a drag on the economy and to develop it would liberate the economy in material ways. You also pointed out that there were great export opportunities for transport developments.

Our thinking at the present time is too much in "silos" – rail, road and air. Mobility is a more useful designation of what we want to do.

There were many stakeholders involved in transport issues, energy providers, local authorities academics etc. The challenge is to bring them together and work out how to solve problems.

Mr Ridley mentioned the idea of establishing a "technology innovation centre’’ as a mechanism for bringing such ideas and groups of stakeholders together. The record of NATS for example using these ideas is excellent.
Q and A
Among the issues discussed in the Q&A session were:

· carbon reduction goals

· driving transport policy from the point of view of what people want and need (including work needs)

· the effect of transport on house prices and locations
· the maritime sector (too much trust is put into GPS!)

· Transport in rural areas

· the point that because there has not been any continuity of regional policy in United Kingdom there is therefore no investment in rural transport.
Dinner discussion
At the dinner which followed the debate Baroness O’Neill offered some thoughts on privacy.
· If someone has consented to a degree of loss of privacy then that was OK;
· Look at the Facebook end user agreement-everything belongs to it;

· We compromise on privacy in lots of ways already;

· The Data Protection Act was not a good Act: Judges are trying to construe it and are working on privacy rights ( Naomi Campbell case);

· We need to think about the extent to which we are happy to allow what we regard as private to become public.

Other issues raised in Q and A
· The need for apps to open up and exploit the data available in Department of Transport files ( ‘give me data which I can use in my business’)
· Investment in transport infrastructure
· The priorities:

· Talk to each other-lack of communication across transport inhibits ideas

· Aviation

· Alleviate congestion in cities

· Integration of networks

· Look at areas UK can be unique( e.g. electric vehicles)
